Context: All-hazards. Global applications of evidence-based guidance for disaster behavioral health support in disasters. This Commentary introduces trauma signature (TSIG) analysis as an evidence-based method that examines the interrelationship between population exposure to a disaster, extreme event, or complex emergency; and the interrelated physical and psychological consequences; for the purpose of providing timely, actionable guidance for effective mental health and psychosocial support that is organically tailored and targeted to the defining features of the event. At this juncture in the ongoing development of TSIG, we are about to embark on a Delphi process to infuse expert consensus. The overarching goal is to create a fully operational system to provide timely guidance for adapting disaster behavioral health support to the salient psychological risk factors in each disaster. A growing series of TSIG case studies has been published since 2011 and Disaster Health intends to expedite and feature novel TSIG research focusing on late-breaking disaster events.
A Mental Health Training Program for Community
Members Following a Natural Disaster pp. 9-12
Context: 2009 Bushfires, Victoria, Australia. This study reports data on a disaster mental health training program to enhance the capacity of lay people from disaster-affected communities, to provide assistance to others following a bushfire disaster. Participants in the training sessions showed significant increases in key competencies including confidence in their abilities to detect coping difficulties in others and to provide assistance. The quality of the program and materials was rated highly. The findings of the evaluation provide support for the program as a beneficial, acceptable and feasible community-level intervention following disaster. County. Several elements emerged as keys to effective and efficient public health response: 1) developing a plan for emergency response; 2) establishing the framework for an ICS; 3) creating the infrastructure to support response; 4) supporting a workforce trained on emergency response roles, responsibilities, and equipment; and 5) conducting regular preparedness exercises. By having the infrastructure and experience based on ICS and EOC, the public health system had the capability to surge-up: to expand its day-to-day operation in a systematic and prolonged manner.
In this issue of Disaster Health

Reducing the Risk of Public Health Emergencies for the World's Largest Mass Gathering pp. 21-9
Context: 2010 World Exposition, Shanghai, China. Mass gatherings are highly visible events with the potential for serious health and political consequences if not managed carefully and effectively. Historically, mass gatherings have impacted public health systems, ranging from outbreaks of communicable diseases to terrorist attacks. Therefore, disaster risk reduction is a key element for the effective management of mass gatherings. Globally, the approach to emergencies and disasters has recently shifted from post-impact activities to a more comprehensive process of disaster risk management, including pre-impact disaster risk reduction (prevention, preparedness and mitigation) as well as post-impact response and recovery. This manuscript describes a comprehensive approach for disaster risk reduction as implemented by those entities responsible for health security associated with the 2010 Shanghai World Exposition (Shanghai Expo). Context: All-hazards. Global applications of information technology to assist disaster planners. This paper describes the use information technology for assisting disaster planners with a method for writing and improving evidence-based emergency operations plans. This process identifies all key objectives of the emergency response and then uses an objective-based format for drafting capability-based, operational-level plans. This information is integrated within a relational database to allow for ease of access and enhanced functionality to search, sort, and filter an emergency operations plan according to user need and technological capacity. This approach is offered as an effective option for integrating best practices of planning with the efficiency, scalability and flexibility of modern information technology.
